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CHAPTER 2: 
ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

"LET'S TALK ABOUT MUKWONAGO" 

The advancement of the Village is directly related to 
the progression of the residents of the Village.  The 
issues and opportunities chapter of the 
Comprehensive Plan focuses directly on the 
characteristics of Village residents and are more 
aptly named “Let’s Talk About Mukwonago.”   
 
“Let’s Talk About Mukwonago” delves into historical 
data of the Village including population, housing and 
employment while also considering trends from 
those statistics to gain an understanding of what the 
needs of the residents will be in the future.   
 

  

Comprehensive Plan Elements 
• Issues and Opportunities 
• Intergovernmental 

Cooperation 
• Housing 
• Agricultural, Natural, and 

Cultural Resources 
• Transportation 
• Utilities and Community 

Facilities 
• Economic Development 
• Land Use 
• Implementation 
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PURPOSE 

“Let’s Talk About Mukwonago” serves as 
the issues and opportunities element of the 
Village’s Comprehensive Plan.  The 
purpose of this chapter is to provide 
background information on the Village of 
Mukwonago and a statement of overall 
objectives, policies, goals, and programs to 
guide the Village through future 
development and redevelopment through 
the year 2025.  This chapter includes 
information on the following demographic 
trends and characteristics of the Village:  

 Population Projections 
 Household Projections 
 Employment Projections 
 Demographic Trends 
 Age Distribution 
 Educational Levels 
 Income Levels 
 Employment Characteristics  

 
LET’S TALK ABOUT MUKWONAGO 

Demographic data provides a snapshot in 
time of the population, housing, 
employment, etc. By utilizing historic 
demographic data projections are possible.  
These projections enable general trends or 
projections to be established related to the 
residents of the Village.  When planning for 
the future of the Village projections are 
utilized to ensure sufficient land is planned 
for residential and nonresidential land uses.  

The provision of Village services is also 
dependent upon planning into the future.  
Since the majority of the Village area and 
population are within Waukesha County, 
comparisons of the Village trends mostly 
relate to that of Waukesha County rather 
than Walworth County. 

POPULATION GROWTH TRENDS AND 
POPULATION PROJECTIONS 

Since 1970, the Village of Mukwonago 
population has grown at a faster rate than 
that of Waukesha County as shown on 
Table 2-1.  Between 1970 and 2000, the 
Village growth rate was 160 percent 
compared to Waukesha County’s growth 
rate of 56 percent.  The rapid growth of the 
Village continued between 1990 and 2000 
with the Village population increasing by 38 
percent compared to Waukesha County at 
18 percent.  In years past, the Village’s 
growth rate not only exceeded that of 
Waukesha County, but also exceeded those 
of its neighboring communities.  With the 
exception of the Town of Mukwonago, the 
Village’s population increased at a faster 
rate than the Village of East Troy, the Town 
of East Troy, and the Town of Vernon until 
2000.   In 2000, the Village’s population was 
6,162 and as of January 1, 2008 the 
population was estimated to be 6,953. 

 

`

Year 1970 1980 1990 2000 1970 - 2000 1990 - 2000
Village of Mukwonago 2,367 4,014 4,464 6,162 160% 38%
Town of Mukwonago 1,930 4,979 5,967 6,868 256% 15%
Village of East Troy 1,711 2,385 2,664 3,564 108% 34%
Town of East Troy 2,743 3,583 3,687 3,830 40% 4%
Town of Vernon 2,857 6,372 7,549 7,227 153% -4%
Walworth County 63,444 71,507 75,000 92,013 45% 23%
Waukesha County 231,335 280,203 304,715 360,767 56% 18%

Source: US Census Bureau
Note: Includes population in Waukesha and Walworth Counties.

Population Percentage Growth  

Table 2-1: Historical Population Trends
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The Wisconsin Department of 
Administration estimates the population of 
all municipalities yearly.  Historically the 
estimated population has been fairly 
accurate pending special circumstances.  
Circumstances that cause drastically 
inaccurate population estimates include 
unforeseen annexations, building 
moratoriums, or very large developments in 
smaller communities.   The most current 
estimates indicate that the Village exceeded 
the population projected by the Wisconsin 
Department of Administration for the year 
2010.  The Town of East Troy is also 
growing faster than anticipated as shown in 
Table 2-2.   Table 2-2 shows the estimated 
population and the percentage of the 
estimated 2008 population in relation to the 
2010 projected population.  Therefore, a 

community would likely have 80 percent of 
the 2010 projected population by 2008 to 
maintain a pace to experience 100 percent 
of the projected growth by 2010. 

The Town of Vernon and Village of East 
Troy are growing at a pace to meet the 
projected 2010 population, while the Town 
of Mukwonago, Walworth County, and 
Waukesha County are growing a little 
slower than the 2010 projected population. 

Looking ahead to the year 2030, it is 
expected that the Village population will 
continue to increase but at a slower rate 
than its growth between 1970 and 2000 as 
identified on Table 2-3.  By 2030, the Village 
population is expected to grow to 8,544 or a 
39 percent increase.  Although, based on 

Census Estimate Projection Percentage (1)

Year 2000 2008 2010
Village of Mukwonago 6,162 6,953 6,952 100.1%
Town of Mukwonago 6,868 7,558 7,930 65.0%
Village of East Troy 3,564 4,172 4,217 93.1%
Town of East Troy 3,830 3,953 3,949 103.4%
Town of Vernon 7,227 7,450 7,464 94.1%
Walworth County 92,013 101,315 104,544 74.2%
Waukesha County 360,767 382,697 392,198 69.8%

(1) Estimated population growth based on the change from 2000 to 2010 projected population
January 1, 2008 Estimated Population as a Percentage of 2010 Projected Population
Source: US Census Bureau & Wisconsin Department of Administration
Note: Includes population in Waukesha and Walworth Counties.

Population

Table 2-2: Current Population Estimates

Percentage 
Growth 

Year 2000 2005 (est) 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2000 - 2030
Village of Mukwonago 6,162 6,562 6,952 7,383 7,803 8,194 8,544 39%
Town of Mukwonago 6,868 7,490 7,930 8,348 8,756 9,134 9,466 38%
Village of East Troy 3,564 3,908 4,217 4,565 4,911 5,233 5,519 55%
Town of East Troy 3,830 3,908 3,949 4,016 4,081 4,128 4,150 8%
Town of Vernon 7,227 7,452 7,464 7,479 7,496 7,494 7,465 3%
Walworth County 92,013 98,809 104,544 111,086 117,606 123,544 128,664 40%
Waukesha County 360,767 377,905 392,198 407,003 421,489 434,657 445,784 24%

Source: US Census Bureau & Wisconsin Department of Administration
Note: Includes population in Waukesha and Walworth Counties.

Population

Table 2-3: Population Projections 2000 - 2030
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the projected population experienced 
between 2000 and 2008, the population of 
the Village may exceed the projected 2030 
prior to the year 2030.  Of the Village’s 
neighboring communities, the Village of 
East Troy population is expected to grow 
the most at 55 percent while population in 
Walworth County is expected to grow by 40 
percent by 2030.   

As land continues to be developed in 
southwestern Waukesha County, it is 
natural that new development will push 
further south into Walworth County.  With 
the exception of the Town of Mukwonago, 
which is expected to increase by 38 percent 
by 2030, the Towns of East Troy and 
Vernon are expected to essentially maintain 
their 2000 populations with very small 
projected increases of eight and three 
percent.  The lower population growth rates 
in these Towns may be attributed to land 
being annexed into neighboring Villages.   

Household Projections 
The 2000 to 2030 household projections 
mirror the 2000 to 2030 population 
projections for the surrounding 
municipalities.  The number of households 
in the Village and Town of Mukwonago are 
expected to grow by 46 percent, slower than 
the Village of East Troy at 67 percent and 
Walworth County at 61 percent.  Household 
projections through 2030 are found on 
Table 2-4.  The total number of households 
in Waukesha County is expected to grow by 

31 percent by 2030.   

DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS: AGE 
DISTRIBUTION, EDUCATIONAL LEVEL, 
AND INCOME LEVEL 

Age Distribution 
The Village of Mukwonago consists of a 
relatively young population, however the 
median age of its residents increased over 
the years, Table 2-5.  Between 1980 and 
2000, the median age increased from 27.1 
years in 1980, 31.4 years in 1990, and 33.9 
years in 2000.  While the median age 
increased, the Village’s population is still 
younger than the Waukesha County median 
age of 38.1 years.  The Village’s female 
population tends to be slightly younger than 
its male population with a median age of 
32.7 compared to 35.4 for males.  The age 
of a population often is important for 
implications on the services a municipality 
offers its residents.  For example, a younger 
population requires more services and 
amenities geared towards youth such as 
schools and parks and outdoor recreation 
space.   

Figure 1 illustrates the age distribution of 
the Village graphically.  The 1990 Village 
population is illustrated on the right side 
(red) with the 2000 population on the left 
(green).  The major shifts in the makeup of 
the population are with the 20 to 24, 50 to 
54, and the senior age brackets.    
 

Percentage 
Growth 

Year 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2000 - 2030
Village of Mukwonago 2,392 2,567 2,755 2,964 3,159 3,340 3,495    46%
Town of Mukwonago 2,184 2,410 2,584 2,755 2,913 3,058 3,180    46%
Village of East Troy 1,350 1,506 1,649 1,808 1,969 2,114 2,251    67%
Town of East Troy 1,427 1,483 1,521 1,566 1,610 1,641 1,666    17%
Town of Vernon 2,380 2,488 2,523 2,561 2,588 2,604 2,602    9%
Walworth County 34,505 37,822 40,614 43,690 46,802 49,548 52,098   51%
Waukesha County 135,229 143,485 150,802 158,529 165,520 171,774 176,772 31%

Source: US Census Bureau & Wisconsin Department of Administration
Note: Includes households in Waukesha and Walworth Counties.

Households

Table 2-4: Household Projections 2000 - 2030




